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EXEMPLARY 
PERFORMANCE 

9-10 
MUSICIANSHIP Performance	lacks	stylistic	

elements.	Phrases	lack	shape	
and	direction.	Ineffective	
dynamics	or	complete	absence	
of	contrast.	Rigid	and/or	non-	
musical	performance	displays	
lack	of	musical	sensitivity.		
	

Some	evidence	of	phrase	shape	
and	direction,	but	style	is	often	
rigid,	mechanical,	or	awkward.	
Inconsistent	use	of	dynamics.		
	

Phrase	shape	and	direction	are	

dynamics.	Sensitivity	to	musical	
details	is	reflected	in	the	
performance,	but	is	not	always	
successful	or	effective.		
	

Performance	is	exceptionally	
musical.	All	passages	reflect	
shape	and	direction.	Dynamic	
range	is	outstanding.	Attention	
to	musical	detail	demonstrates	
understanding	and	creativity.	
Stylistically	appropriate.		
	

NOTE & 
RHYTHM 

ACCURACY 

Does	not	demonstrate	sufficient	
note	accuracy	on	a	basic	level.		
Wrong	pitches/notes	distract	
from	overall	performance.		
Inaccurate	note	values,	ties,	and	
rests.	Pulse	lacks	steadiness.		

Wrong	notes	occur	frequently,	
but	do	not	disrupt	the	overall	
integrity	of	the	piece	in	a	
significant	manner.	
Note	values,	ties,	and	rests	
somewhat	accurate.	Choice	of	
tempo	generally	appropriate	
and	somewhat	stable.		

Generally	demonstrates	note	
accuracy	in	most	works.		Wrong	
notes	are	infrequent	and	do	not	
disrupt	the	integrity	of	the	
musical	work.	Appropriate	
choice	of	tempi	and	
rhythmically	stable	throughout	
performance.		
	

Consistently	demonstrates	
outstanding	note	accuracy	in	all	
works.	
Appropriate	choice	of	tempi	
and	very	precise	rhythmically.		

INTONATION 
and/or 

TECHNIQUE 
 

Basic	tonal	quality	not	present.	
Consistently	thin,	unfocused	or	
forced.	Tone	production	
inconsistent	throughout	range.	
	
_____________________________________	
Significant	lack	of	skill	in	
controlling	balance,	voicing,	and	
tone,	allows	these	flaws	to	
significantly	disrupt	
performance.		

Basic	tone	production	
developed,	however	
inconsistent	in	extreme	
registers	and	dynamics.		
	
_____________________________________	
Demonstrates	basic	



 
 
 
 
 
 

DICTION 
and/or 

ARTICULATION 

Vowels	are	inaccurate.	
Consonants	are	incorrect	or	
unarticulated.	Inappropriate	
diphthongs.	Words	not	


